
  
 

Sunday, March 22, 2020    –    4
th

 Sunday in Lent 
 

In Home Worship 
If you are unable to join us at 11:00 to watch our service online, we invite you to find some 

time today to worship God, whether on your own or with others in your home. An order of 

service is provided below. You are invited to speak the words aloud. This is written for one 

person, but if your household includes several people, have different people read the different 

parts of worship and use “we” and “us” instead of “me” and “.”  

Though we are in different locations this morning, let us, even so, worship God together! 

 
Call to Worship (Psalm 100) Read responsively if more than one person is participating. 

Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth. 

Worship the Lord with gladness; come into his presence with singing. 

Know the Lord is God. It is he that made us, and we are his. 

We are his people, and the sheep of his pasture. 

Enter God’s gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise. Give thanks to him, bless his 

name. 

For the Lord is good; his steadfast love endures forever, and his faithfulness to all 

generations. Amen! 

 

Morning Prayer (ready by one person or in unison) 

Good morning, Lord. The day has dawned with the gift of sunlight, and I awaken from sleep 

into the light and grace of Christ. Thank you for this new day. Stay with me, I pray, shepherding 

me through all that this day will hold. Lead me into pleasant places, and provide for me all that 

I need. If I find myself in difficulty or danger, hold me fast in your love, that I may be bold and 

at peace. Whenever the cup of gladness overflows, help me to recognize that overflows with 

your goodness and mercy. In praise, I begin this day, in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
*From Feasting on the Word: Liturgies for Year A, volume 1, p. 114 
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Scripture –  Psalm 23 (King James Version)   

The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. 

2 
He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters. 

3 
He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name's sake. 

4 
Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art 

with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me. 

5 
Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: thou anointest my head 

with oil; my cup runneth over. 

6 
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the 

house of the LORD for ever. 

 

Scripture –  Matthew 26:6-13 (NRSV) 
6 
Now while Jesus was at Bethany in the house of Simon the leper, 

7 
a woman came to him with 

an alabaster jar of very costly ointment, and she poured it on his head as he sat at the table. 
8 
But 

when the disciples saw it, they were angry and said, “Why this waste? 
9 
For this ointment could 

have been sold for a large sum, and the money given to the poor.” 
10 

But Jesus, aware of this, 

said to them, “Why do you trouble the woman? She has performed a good service for me. 
11 

For 

you always have the poor with you, but you will not always have me. 
12 

By pouring this 

ointment on my body she has prepared me for burial. 
13 

Truly I tell you, wherever this good 

news is proclaimed in the whole world, what she has done will be told in remembrance of her.” 

This is the Word of the Lord! 

Thanks be to God! 

 

Reflection/Discussion Questions you might consider on your own or with those in your 

home: 

 Did you learn Psalm 23 as a child? What phrase or phrases speak the most to you at this 

moment in time? 

 What is important to you about saying “the Lord is my shepherd…”? 

 If God’s love can’t protect us from all danger and sorrow (and we know it can’t), how 

does (or how has) God’s love help you through those seasons of life? 

 Looking at the gospel lesson, do you think you would have responded the same way as 

the disciples did? Why or why not? 

 What did Jesus see/understand that the disciples did not? What did the woman understand 

that Jesus did not? 



 How is the woman’s action of pouring out the costly ointment a foreshadowing of what 

Jesus will do for us on the cross? 

 Compassion means “suffering with” or “suffering alongside of.” To see a situation with 

compassion is to step into another person’s shoes and try to understand their situation. 

Describe a way you have done that or seen that this past week. 

 How might you offer compassion to another person in a practical way this week? 

 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer (You may pray the following or use it as a guide 

to write your own prayer for the world and for specific needs and joys of which you are aware) 

 

O God, our faithful Shepherd, we depend on you for everything we need: our daily food, for 

guidance and protection, for healing in injury and comfort in sorrow. And you respond with 

great compassion and abundant blessings. Thank you for your tender care for us. Thank you for 

soothing our troubled waters. Thank you for your sure presence, even in the midst of danger and 

despair. Thank you for your promise to be with us in all things. 

 

Knowing your faithfulness in our lives, we bring before you our prayers for others… 

 We pray for this world…(name specific places, peoples, situations in need of prayer) 

 We pray for your church...(lift specific prayers that come to mind for the church) 

We pray for those who are sick, lonely, or suffering and in need in any way…(name 

those you know who are in need of prayer, including any who were listed in the email) 

We give you thanks and praise for the joys we know…(name the blessings and joys that 

come to mind or were listed in the email) 

 

God of all compassion, we thank you for sharing in our suffering, for comforting us in our 

sorrow, for strengthening us in our weakness. Move us to compassion for others, to see them as 

you see them, with love and tenderness. Make us to pour out your love into our homes, our 

neighborhood, our nation, our world in whatever ways we can. We pray all this in the name of 

Jesus, who poured out his life for the world, and who taught us to pray together: Our Father, 

who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it 

is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 

debtors. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, the 

power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

Invitation to the Offering 

You are invited to pause and reflect on all the goodness God has bestowed upon you and your 

family and to respond by filling out your check for you weekly offering. Please mail that to the 

church at some point this week. 



Prayer 

With grateful hearts, O God, who tends to me and cares for me, who offers me goodness and 

mercy through Jesus Christ, I offer you now a portion of all the blessings I have received. Use 

them and me as you see fit. Help even me find ways to serve and show compassion to your 

hurting world. In Jesus’ name, I pray. Amen. 

 

Charge and Blessing 

Go in peace, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit! And may the grace of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you, those whom you 

love, and all God’s children everywhere. Amen. 

 

 

 

Simple Ways You Can Show Compassion in the Week ahead: 

 Remember those who are hungry. Harvest Hope and other food banks are in need of 

donations (monetary and canned/dry goods). Consider sending an extra donation to help 

in this time of need! 

 Call a neighbor or friend who may be lonely or feeling isolated and in need of some 

encouragement. It will do you both good! 

 If you are able, offer to pick up groceries for a senior neighbor or church member. 

 PRAY for those who are being affected by this global pandemic: the sick, the medical 

community, teachers and students (and parents!), the service industry. Send a note to 

someone you know who is being affected by this in some way, offering a word of hope 

and compassion! 

 What other ideas come to mind? Call or email Pastor Robyn with your suggestions! 

(robyn@trinitypresonline.com) 

 


