
  
 

Sunday, May 10, 2020    –    5
th

 Sunday of Easter 
 

In Home Worship 

If you are unable to join us at 11:00 to watch our service online, we invite you to find some 

time today to worship God, whether on your own or with others in your home. An order of 

service is provided below. You are invited to speak the words aloud. This is written for one 

person, but if your household includes several people, have different people read the different 

parts of worship and use “we” and “us” instead of “me” and “I.”  

 

Though we are in different locations this morning, let us, even so, worship God together! 

 

Happy Mother’s Day! 

 

Call to Worship  

In you, O LORD, we seek refuge; do not let us ever be put to shame;  

in your righteousness deliver us. 

You are indeed our rock and our fortress; for your name’s sake lead us and guide us, 

Take us out of the net that is hidden for us, for you are our refuge. 

Let your face shine upon your servants; save us in your steadfast love.  

We offer you this day our worship and praise. Alleluia! Amen. 

 

Call to Confession 

Whoever believes in Christ will not be put to shame. Confident in this promise, let us confess 

our sin before God and one another. Please join me in prayer… 

 

Prayer of Confession (read by one person or in unison) 

Almighty God, your word offers freedom from sin, but we confess we are slow to listen and 

obey. We harbor malice toward those we count as enemies; we are deceitful in our relationships 

with others and with you; we are insincere in our commitments; we gossip and speak unkindly 
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about those who are our sisters and brothers in Christ. Forgive us our sins and lead us to 

genuine repentance, to a change of heart and way of life. Help us, your children, long for your 

pure, spiritual milk that we may grow into the joy of salvation through Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

Assurance of Forgiveness 

Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, 

but now you have received mercy. Hear these words and be at peace. 

Friends, let us believe the good news, through Jesus Christ we are forgiven! 

Thanks be to God. Amen. 

The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all! 

 (You are encouraged to call, text, or email someone with words of peace and joy!) 

 

Scripture –  1 Peter 2:2-10 (NRSV) 
2 
Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into 

salvation— 
3 
if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 

4 
Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s 

sight, and 
5 
like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy 

priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 
6 
For it stands in 

scripture: 

“See, I am laying in Zion a stone, 

    a cornerstone chosen and precious; 

and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” 
 

7 
To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe, 

“The stone that the builders rejected 

    has become the very head of the corner,” 
8 
and 

“A stone that makes them stumble, 

    and a rock that makes them fall.” 

They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 

9 
But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that 

you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous 

light. 

10 
Once you were not a people, 

    but now you are God’s people; 

once you had not received mercy, 

    but now you have received mercy.  AMEN. 



Scripture –  John 14:1-14 (NRSV)   

“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. 
2 
In my Father’s house 

there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a 

place for you? 
3 
And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to 

myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. 
4 
And you know the way to the place where I 

am going.” 
5 
Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we 

know the way?” 
6 
Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to 

the Father except through me. 
7 
If you know me, you will know

[d]
 my Father also. From now on 

you do know him and have seen him.” 

8 
Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 

9 
Jesus said to him, 

“Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me 

has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 
10 

Do you not believe that I am in 

the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but 

the Father who dwells in me does his works. 
11 

Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father 

is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. 
12 

Very truly, I tell 

you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater 

works than these, because I am going to the Father. 
13 

I will do whatever you ask in my name, 

so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 
14 

If in my name you ask me for anything, I will 

do it. 

This is the Word of the Lord! 

Thanks be to God! 

 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer (You may pray the following or use it as a guide 

to write your own prayer for the world and for specific needs and joys of which you are aware) 

 

Begin by taking several deep breaths, centering yourself and quieting your mind and heart… 

 

Holy God, we come before you, perhaps not unlike Jesus’ first disciples, a little fearful, 

scattered within and without, yet grateful, grateful that you call us chosen and precious, grateful 

for our encounters with the risen Christ — but, Lord, we are also troubled and unsure what to 

do next. As we continue to worship in our separate spaces, we long to be together, gathered in 

your home, brought together in the places you prepare for us. In our anxiety over the duration of 

this pandemic and in our worries about the many and long effects of this trying time, we want 

desperately to believe in you and believe in your Son, Jesus. We pray for an outpouring of your 

Spirit. Send the Comforter, our Advocate, to show us the way, remind us of the truth and grant 

us abundant life.  

Lord, we confess our hearts are troubled. We feel upended by so much change and so little 

control. We confess that there are commandments of Jesus we remember but struggle to keep. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+14%3A1-14&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26665d


We need to be honest about our misgivings and doubts. Confident that you will love us to the 

end and despite our failings, we share with you all that troubles our hearts: 

We are troubled by the mounting deaths caused by COVID-19. 

We are troubled by the growing numbers of lost jobs and economic turmoil. 

We are troubled by our inability to be close to the ones we love when they need us the most. 

We are troubled by children missing out on their education, those who wonder when they will 

next eat, those with no place to find shelter. 

We are troubled by the people wrestling with addiction, those suffering from mental illness and 

those suffering in loneliness. 

We are troubled by pain within and without, the violence inflicted on the innocent, the cruelty 

perpetrated on the vulnerable, the scarcity that contradicts your generosity and abundance. 

 

Lord, we come to you, aching to be given a place to rest and a space to set our burdens down. 

We come to you because we believe in you, your grace, your mercy, your compassion and your 

power. You promise us spaces of rest, peace beyond our understanding, joy not dependent upon 

our circumstances. In you we find our home. You set us free to do your work in this world.. 

Grant us the courage to name how we feel, lament what we see and then turn us toward the 

people who need their hearts put at ease. Make of us living stones who create buildings of 

relief, shelters of compassion, safe spaces of mercy. 

 

Hear our prayers this day as we pray those we know in need of healing, of hope, of rest, of 

grace… 

for the doctors and nurses and hospital staff, who are weary, scared, or losing hope… 

for those who work in or are residents of nursing homes and senior care facilities…we give 

thanks this day especially for the work and ministry of Presbyterian Communities of South 

Carolina… 

for those we know by name: Gerry Shiver, for Sylvia Hoisington, for Grant Lashley.  

 

We thank you this day, O God, for the many blessings in our lives. We thank you for mothers 

everywhere, our own mothers and grandmothers, aunts and other special women in our lives 

who are like mothers to us. We thank you for your promise that as a mother comforts her child, 

so you will comfort us, O God. 

 

(you are encouraged to take a few moments to name your own prayer requests for yourself or 

those you know or know about) 

 

Lord, we boldly ask to follow you so closely that others will come to know you and believe in 

you through our work and our witness. May our faithful discipleship ease our troubled hearts 

and perpetuate the love of the One in whose name we pray, our Savior, Jesus Christ, who taught 



us pray together… Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us 

our debts as we forgive our debtors. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for 

thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

Invitation to the Offering 

You are invited to pause and reflect on all the goodness God has bestowed upon you and your 

family and to respond by visiting our website (www.trinitypresonline.com) and giving online, 

or by filling out your check for you weekly offering. If you are writing a check, please mail that 

to the church at some point this week. (1000 Greenlawn Dr., Columbia, SC 29209) 

 

Prayer 

Lord, out of love you prepare a place for us not only in heaven, but even here on earth. We are 

never outside of your care or left to fend for ourselves. You are the way, the truth and the life 

that eases the troubles of our hearts. Take the gifts we offer, bless and use them to create places 

of refuge for those most in need of your peace and rest. May these offerings build spaces of love 

and grace here and now and in the days to come. In the name of Jesus we pray, Amen.  

 

Charge and Blessing 

Go in peace, knowing that you are chosen and precious, treasured and beloved by God this day 

and every day. And may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you, those whom you love, and all God’s children 

everywhere. Amen. 
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Feasting on the Word Worship Companion, Liturgies for Year A, vol. 1, Westminster/John Knox Press, 

Louisville, KY, 2013. 
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