
  
 

Sunday, May 17, 2020    –    6
th

 Sunday of Easter 
 

In Home Worship 

If you are unable to join us at 11:00 to watch our service online, we invite you to find some 

time today to worship God, whether on your own or with others in your home. An order of 

service is provided below. You are invited to speak the words aloud. This is written for one 

person, but if your household includes several people, have different people read the different 

parts of worship and use “we” and “us” instead of “me” and “I.”  

 

Though we are in different locations this morning, let us, even so, worship God together! 

 

 

Call to Worship (from Psalm 66) 

Make a joyful noise to God, all the earth; sing the glory of his name; give to him glorious 

praise! 

Come and see what God has done, awesome in deed among mortals.  

Bless our God, O peoples, let the sound of his praise be heard. 

The Lord has kept us among the living and has not let our feet slip, but has brought us to a 

spacious place. 

Come and hear and I will tell what God has done. Blessed be the Lord our God! Amen. 

 

Call to Confession 

Remember that our Lord Jesus can sympathize with us in our weakness, since in every respect 

he was tempted as we are, yet without sin. Let us then, with confidence and humility, approach 

the throne of grace, so that we may receive mercy and find help in times of need. Let us confess 

our sins against God and one another.  
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Prayer of Confession (read by one person or in unison) 

Lord, you tell us that if we love you, we will keep your commandments. And your new 

commandment is to love one another as you have loved us. We confess that we cannot possibly 

live up to this standard. We frequently neglect your teachings. We easily see others’ faults and 

too often make excuses for our own. Send the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, to help us and 

strengthen us to follow your instructions to feed the hungry, tend to the hurting and love our 

enemies. In your mercy forgive us yet again and free us to love God and neighbor more fully in 

our words as well as in our action. (Time for your own personal confession…) In the name of 

Jesus, we pray. Amen. 

 

Assurance of Forgiveness 

God is not far from us, but is always closer than our own breath. We are not left alone, not left 

to save ourselves. Jesus Christ came to save sinners. When we confess our sin and repent, the 

heavens rejoice and we can trust we are forgiven indeed. Thanks be to God. Amen. 

The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

 (You are encouraged to call, text, or email someone with words of peace, hope and joy!) 

 

Scripture –  Acts 17:22-31 (NRSV) 
22 

Then Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I see how extremely religious 

you are in every way. 
23 

For as I went through the city and looked carefully at the objects of 

your worship, I found among them an altar with the inscription, ‘To an unknown god.’ What 

therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. 
24 

The God who made the world and 

everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by human 

hands, 
25 

nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives 

to all mortals life and breath and all things. 
26 

From one ancestor he made all nations to inhabit 

the whole earth, and he allotted the times of their existence and the boundaries of the places 

where they would live, 
27 

so that they would search for God and perhaps grope for him and find 

him—though indeed he is not far from each one of us. 
28 

For ‘In him we live and move and have 

our being’; as even some of your own poets have said, 

‘For we too are his offspring.’ 

29 
Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like gold, or silver, or 

stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of mortals. 
30 

While God has overlooked the 

times of human ignorance, now he commands all people everywhere to repent, 
31 

because he has 

fixed a day on which he will have the world judged in righteousness by a man whom he has 

appointed, and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.” AMEN. 

 

 

 



Scripture –  John 14:15-21 (NRSV)   
15 

“If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 
16 

And I will ask the Father, and he will 

give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. 
17 

This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world 

cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, because he abides 

with you, and he will be in you. 

18 
“I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. 

19 
In a little while the world will no 

longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will live. 
20 

On that day you will 

know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. 
21 

They who have my commandments 

and keep them are those who love me; and those who love me will be loved by my Father, and I 

will love them and reveal myself to them.” 

This is the Word of the Lord! 

Thanks be to God! 

 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer (You may pray the following or use it as a guide 

to write your own prayer for the world and for specific needs and joys of which you are aware) 

 

Begin by taking several deep breaths, centering yourself and quieting your mind and heart… 

 

Holy God, in you we live and move and have our being. You pour out your blessings upon us 

and we rest in your steadfast kindness. Send now your Holy Spirit, our Helper, our Advocate, 

our Comforter, as we seek your wisdom and will. Loving God, we truly want to love as Jesus 

commands, loving others no less than he loves us, and yet we struggle with pettiness and 

divisiveness, with greed and selfishness. Our fears prevent us from practicing the perfect love 

that sets us free to live with joy. For just a moment, ever-present God, touch our hearts and 

quiet our minds, calm our spirits and envelop us with the peace of Christ. Abiding in the God 

who abides in us, we remember Jesus’ teachings to serve and tend, feed and visit, clothe and 

welcome. We remember this day those who feel forgotten. We embrace and welcome those 

who know rejection. We treat with tenderness those who have been abused. We seek out those 

who are lost. We stand with the vulnerable and speak up to those who oppress the weak. We 

will not abandon those who mourn but will remain with the brokenhearted until resurrection 

resounds through all creation.  

 

Merciful and patient God, we ask that you show us how to follow Christ more closely. As the 

world reels from this pandemic and our anxieties increase, give us the courage to speak the truth 

to power, the wisdom to tell the truth in love, the faith to live the truth that sets us all free. May 

our presence provide the light of Christ that will show us and others the way. Resting in the 

promise that we will not be left alone, we dare to risk our own safety and security for the sake 

of others. In this season when so many are suffering, we will not forget that whenever we care 



for the least of these among us, we care for Christ himself. Grant us the energy to remain 

steadfast in our caring, the hope to bear witness to the compassion of Christ in painful places 

and the inspiration to see divine possibility and opportunity where others only see problems and 

obstacles. 

 

Our Help and our God, we lift before you those we know in need of your tender mercies, of 

your steadfast love, of your abundant life. We continue to pray for those working in hospitals 

and clinics, for doctors and nurses, their assistants and all who are hard at work tending to 

patients or keeping the hospitals clean or offering hope and compassion. We pray for our 

nation…make us patient, O God. Torn between a troubled economy and wanting to keep 

ourselves and others safe, show us the way, we pray. Make us not too hasty nor too reluctant. 

Make us wise and filled with compassion. Merciful God, we pray for those who are sick or in 

need in any way…for those who need relief from pain, for those who need relief from sorrow, 

for those who need relief from loneliness…draw near to them, strengthen them, help them, 

uplift them with your victorious hand. Especially we pray this day for…(name those on the 

prayer list and any you know who are in need of prayer). 

 

Gracious God, we pray, come to us now to ease our burdens, refresh our souls and make our joy 

complete. Come to us and assure us that we are not alone, not now, not ever. We pray in the 

name of our Savior Jesus Christ, the One who taught us to say when we pray…Our Father, who 

art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in 

heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, the power, and 

the glory forever. Amen. 

 

Invitation to the Offering 

You are invited to pause and reflect on all the goodness God has bestowed upon you and your 

family and to respond by visiting our website (www.trinitypresonline.com) and giving online, 

or by filling out your check for you weekly offering. If you are writing a check, please mail that 

to the church at some point this week. (1000 Greenlawn Dr., Columbia, SC 29209) 

 

Prayer 

Loving God, we give you thanks that you have placed in the heart of your faithful people the 

gift of generosity and the desire to keep your commands. Bless the gifts that we offer to you this 

week and use them and us to reveal your love for all people in Jesus Christ. We offer our gifts 

in his name. Amen. 

 

 

 



Charge and Blessing 

Let us go now in peace to serve Christ our Lord, eager to do what is good, what is merciful, 

what is just. And may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 

of the Holy Spirit be with you, those whom you love, and all God’s children everywhere. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Resources: 

Book of Common Worship, Westminster/John Knox Press, 2018. 
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