
  
 

Sunday, February 21, 2021       –     1
st
 Sunday in Lent 

 

In Home Worship 

If you are unable to join us at 11:00 for our Zoom service or choose not to watch that service 

later on YouTube, we invite you to find some time today to worship God, whether on your own 

or with others in your home. An order of service is provided below. You are invited to speak the 

words aloud. This is written for multiple people, but if you are worshiping on your own, feel 

free to substitute “we” and “us” with “me” and “I.”  
 

Though we are in different locations this morning, let us, even so, worship God together! 
 

Call to Worship  

God, we lift up our souls and put our trust in you.  

Make us to know your ways, O Lord; teach us your paths.  

Lead us in your truth, for you are the God of our salvation; for you we wait all day long.  

God leads the humble in what is right, and teaches the humble God’s way. 

As we begin the Lenten journey to the cross, let us go with humble hearts. 

Let us worship the Lord who will lead us our whole journey through.  

 

Call to Confession 

When we pass through deep waters or go through fiery times of trial, the Lord our God is with 

us. With confidence in God, our creator and redeemer, let us confess our sin. Let us pray… 

 

Prayer of Confession (read by one person or in unison) 

God of mercy, we begin this Lenten season in confession. We confess that we have sinned in 

thought, word and deed, by what we have done and what we have left undone. We have not 

loved you with our whole heart, mind and strength. We have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. We confess all our past unfaithfulness, our pride, our impatience, our resistance to 

forgive as we have been forgiven. We confess our negligence in prayer, worship and the reading 

of Scripture. We confess our false judgments, our uncharitable thoughts toward others, our 
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prejudices toward those who differ from us. (Time of silence for personal confession…). 

Forgive us, we pray, when we are tempted to follow paths other than those you set before us. 

Remember us and be for us, now and always, our strength and our place of refuge. In Christ’s 

name, we pray. Amen. 

 

Assurance of Forgiveness 

Over and over, Scripture reminds us that God will bring us through the rough waters to safety. 

From the waters of our baptism, God raises us to new life in Christ, who is at the right hand of 

God, offering us forgiveness and reconciling us and all things in heaven and on earth. Thanks 

be to God for this good news! Amen. 

 

The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.  (You are encouraged to call, text, or email 

someone with words of peace, hope and joy!) 

 

Scripture—Genesis 9:8-17 (NRSV) 

8 
Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him, 

9 
“As for me, I am establishing my covenant 

with you and your descendants after you, 
10 

and with every living creature that is with you, the 

birds, the domestic animals, and every animal of the earth with you, as many as came out of the 

ark.
[a]

 
11 

I establish my covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the 

waters of a flood, and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.” 
12 

God said, “This 

is the sign of the covenant that I make between me and you and every living creature that is 

with you, for all future generations: 
13 

I have set my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a sign of 

the covenant between me and the earth. 
14 

When I bring clouds over the earth and the bow is 

seen in the clouds, 
15 

I will remember my covenant that is between me and you and every living 

creature of all flesh; and the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all 

flesh. 
16 

When the bow is in the clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting covenant 

between God and every living creature of all flesh that is on the earth.” 
17 

God said to Noah, 

“This is the sign of the covenant that I have established between me and all flesh that is on the 

earth.”  AMEN. 

 

Scripture – Mark 1:9-15 (NRSV) 

9 
In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the 

Jordan. 
10 

And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the 

Spirit descending like a dove on him. 
11 

And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the 

Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+9%3A8-17&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-216a


12 
And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. 

13 
He was in the wilderness 

forty days, tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and the angels waited on him. 

14 
Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, 

15 
and 

saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the 

good news.” 

This is the Word of the Lord! Thanks be to God! 

 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer (You may pray the following or use it as a guide 

to write or pray your own prayer for the world and for specific needs and joys of which you are 

aware) 
 

Eternal God, we come humbly before you this day with our thanks and praise. We thank you for 

sheltering us in the storms of life, for ministering to us through angels, both seen and unseen, in 

times that test us. We thank you for claiming us as your beloved people forever. Because of 

your great care and love for us, we trust you with our brightest hopes and joys and in our 

deepest needs and sorrows. So, hear our prayers, we ask, as we lift up the deep needs of the 

world, of our nation, of our community, and of our friends and families and ourselves. 

 

We lift up, O God, all those who are experiencing deep cold in recent days. We pray especially 

for those in Texas without power or water. We give thanks for the first responders who are 

working to provide water, for churches and other places who are opening their buildings as 

warming centers, for all who are seeking ways to help each other in this time of need. We pray 

for all who have been affected by this pandemic—the overworked and overwhelmed medical 

community; those who have lost their jobs; those who wait in long lines at food banks to feed 

their families. We are grateful, O God, for signs of hope—for vaccinations that continue to be 

given and for a decrease in cases and hospitalizations in recent days. 

 

God of live, we affirm that in life and in death, we belong to you. So in the midst of life, we 

entrust ourselves and those we love to your care. We are bold to ask for help when we are 

confused, lost or afraid. We ask for healing for our bodies and minds and spirits, when we are 

wounded, ill or recovering. And we pray for those we love who are in need of your tender 

mercies. Especially this day we pray for……(add your own personal prayers here or you may 

use those whose were sent out via the prayer band this week) 

 

Almighty God, as you tore open the heavens at Jesus’ baptism, as the curtain was torn in the 

temple at his death, so now tear open the heavens and anything that separates us from you or 

hides your presence in our lives, in the church, or in the world. We long to hear your voice, to 



receive again and be renewed by the gift of your Holy Spirit, and to see you clearly as we seek 

to serve others as faithful disciples of Jesus Christ. We ask all this in his name and pray now 

together as he has taught us to pray, saying…Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy 

name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 

daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. Lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

Invitation to the Offering 

You are invited to pause and reflect on all the goodness God has bestowed upon you and your 

family and to respond by visiting our website (www.trinitypresonline.com) and giving online, 

or by filling out your check for you weekly offering. If you are writing a check, please mail that 

to the church at some point this week. (1000 Greenlawn Dr., Columbia, SC 29209)  

 

Prayer of Dedication and Thanksgiving 

God of steadfast love and faithfulness, we are humbled as we try to do what is right and walk in 

your ways. Help us along our Lenten journey and keep us moving in the direction of the cross. 

Receive our gifts and offerings and use them for your good purposes in the church and all 

creation. We pray in the name of Jesus, who came to save us. Amen. 

 

Charge and Blessing 

We, who are baptized into Christ, are citizens of God’s kingdom. In this season of Lent, we are 

to practice this way of life to which we have been called, the way of Jesus Christ. So let us 

begin, making our way to Jerusalem and to the cross once more, observing a holy Lent as we 

go. And may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with each one of us, those whom we love, and all God’s children everywhere. 

Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Resources: Feasting on the Word: Liturgies for Year B, volume 1, W/JKP, 2014 


